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Introduction
This document provides comprehensive guidance for each episode of care (EOC) assessment. It outlines structured formative and summative assessments of the episodes of care across the Parts, focusing on care provision, escalating care, and teaching in practice. The assessments emphasize professionalism, person-centred care, effective communication, health promotion and safeguarding within various care contexts.
Guidance
In Part 1, students are required to use appropriate approaches and techniques considering the person’s motivation, capacity and need for reasonable adjustment applying understanding of mental capacity and health legislation as appropriate.
In Part 2: 
The aim of this assessment is to demonstrate the student’s progression in the following six platforms within the Standards of Proficiency for Nursing Associates (including skills from annexe A and B) (NMC 2018):
• Promoting health and preventing ill health
• Provide and monitor care
• Working in teams
• Improving safety and quality of care
• Contributing to integrated care
Effective communication and relationship management skills underpin all aspects of care. (Annexe A) 
Students are required to use appropriate approaches and techniques considering the person’s motivation, capacity and need for reasonable adjustment applying understanding of mental capacity and health legislation as appropriate.
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Episode of Care Assessment Checklist
Preparation
· Select a suitable patient scenario aligned with student's learning level that will show achievement of the specific learning outcomes for the EOC that is relevant for and applied their field of practice 
· Identify proficiencies that will be demonstrated whilst undertaking the EOC
· Ensure student understands expectations and the learning outcomes
· Confirm consent and safety considerations
Observation
· Observe student delivering care
· Note communication and interpersonal skills
· Evaluate clinical decision-making
· Assess professional behaviour
· Check for safe and effective practice
· Allow student time to complete reflection (this must be completed in a timely manner following the vent) 
Assessment Criteria (this is outlined for each EOC)
· Link performance to the relevant NMC Platforms for the EOC
· Link performance to NMC Code principles
· Evaluate prioritising people (dignity, respect, consent)
· Assess practising effectively (evidence-based care, documentation)
· Review preserving safety (infection control, escalation)
· Assess promoting professionalism and trust
Feedback
· Provide constructive and specific feedback
· Encourage student reflection
· Identify strengths and areas for development
Documentation (after student has written the reflection and completed in a timely manner)
· Complete Episode of Care section in ePAD – each criterion and how it was achieved or not achieved
· Summarise care episode
· Record assessment of proficiencies demonstrated during the EOC
· Document feedback and any agreed actions for future practice
	Part 1 EOC 1
Formative – Episode of care

	Guidance
	Learning Outcomes
	Example

	
The Practice Supervisor/Assessor and student will identify an appropriate episode of direct to enable the student to demonstrate effective communication and relationship management skills in promoting health and preventing ill health.   Professionalism underpins all aspects of the student’s performance.

(PS/PA to support development & give the student formal formative feedback)

Note: Read the guidance in the ePAD for this assessment.

	
The student demonstrates the ability to:

Deliver Compassionate, Evidence-Based Care
Works collaboratively with individuals, families, and carers to ensure safe and person-centred nursing care.
Apply Effective Communication in Care Delivery
Utilises core communication skills to provide, monitor, and adapt care appropriately.
Promote Health and Support Self-Management
Communicates clearly to help individuals prevent illness and manage health conditions.
Understand and Promote Healthy Lifestyles
Recognises how lifestyle choices affect mental and physical wellbeing and applies principles of health promotion and illness prevention.
Collaborate Within Professional Teams
Engages effectively with multidisciplinary teams to support coordinated care.
Uphold Professional Values and Safeguarding
Maintains professional standards and demonstrates awareness of safety and safeguarding for individuals and their support networks.


	
· Can be done with a PS or PA. 

· Example 1: Review and carry out the care plan for one patient during a shift. Monitor the patient’s observation/Mental state exam/PEWS and carry out basic assessments, build a rapport with the patient through respectful communication, prepare and offer patient education about aspects of their health and life.  

· Link to proficiencies and sign off
E.g. Effective communication skills – verbal and nonverbal, Personal hygiene needs, using relevant equipment to measure vital signs, understanding patient risk assessments, using moving and handling equipment etc.




	Part 1 EOC 2
Summative – Episode of care

	Guidance
	Learning Outcomes
	Example

	The Practice Assessor and student will identify an appropriate episode of direct care to enable the student to demonstrate effective communication and relationship management skills in promoting health and preventing ill health.   
Professionalism underpins all aspects of the student’s performance.


Note: Read the guidance in the ePAD for this assessment.

	The student demonstrates the ability to:

Person-Centred Care
Collaborate with individuals receiving care, their families, and carers to deliver compassionate, safe, and evidence-based nursing care.

Communication in Care Delivery
Apply essential communication skills to effectively provide and monitor nursing care. 
Health Support Communication
Communicate clearly to help individuals prevent illness and manage health challenges.
Health Promotion and Lifestyle Awareness
Recognise how lifestyle choices affect mental and physical health and apply principles of health promotion and illness prevention.
Teamwork in Professional Settings
Demonstrate effective collaboration and interpersonal skills within multidisciplinary teams.
Professionalism & Safeguarding
Uphold professional values and show understanding of safety and safeguarding for those receiving care and their support networks.

	
· Can only be done with a PA. 

· Example 1: Review and carry out the care plan for one patient during a shift. Monitor the patient’s observation and carry out basic assessments, build a rapport with the patient through respectful communication, prepare and offer patient education about aspects of their health and life.  

· Link to proficiencies and sign off
E.g. Effective communication skills – verbal and non-verbal, personal hygiene needs, using relevant equipment to measure vital signs, understanding patient risk assessments, using moving and handling equipment etc.




	Part 2 EOC 1
Summative - Teaching

	Guidance
	Learning Outcomes
	Example

	
The student will be given the opportunity to supervise and teach a junior learner/colleague in practice and provide a written reflection on this experience. ‘Junior learner/colleague’ refers to a nursing associate student, health care support worker or a person new to the care role. This needs to be based on the delivery of direct person-centred care.

Professionalism underpins all aspects of the student’s performance.

Note: Read the guidance in the ePAD for this assessment.

	The student is able to:
Supervision and Role Modelling
Support, supervise, and act as a role model for nursing associate students, healthcare support workers, and new care staff. Review the quality of care they provide, encourage reflection, and offer constructive feedback.
Motivation and Team Engagement
Demonstrate the ability to motivate junior learners and care team members, interacting confidently and supportively.
Quality Monitoring and Feedback
Monitor and evaluate the care delivered by junior colleagues, providing clear and constructive feedback to support their development.
Effective Communication in Supervision
Use verbal, non-verbal, and interpersonal communication skills to give clear instructions and explanations during supervision. 
Reflective Practice
Reflect on your own supervisory role and encourage junior colleagues to reflect on their practice to foster continuous learning.
	
· Can only be done with a PA

· Example 1: Demonstrate a skill to a junior learner, teach a patient, supervise a junior learners practice etc.
· E.g. teach a clinical skill – Identify topic and target audience, check learning style, prepare teaching material, have learner ‘return demonstrate’ the skill, appraise the quality of the ‘return demonstration’, document performance, promote reflection and provide constructive feedback.
· E.g. use supervisory skills to supervise patient care being provided by a junior learner in practice.

· Link to proficiencies and sign off

· Reflect on practice.





	Part 2
Summative – Complex care

	Guidance
	Learning Outcomes
	Example

	
The practice assessor and student will identify an appropriate episode of direct care involving caring for people with increasingly complex health and social care needs (may be a single or a group of individuals depending on the care environment). 
Professionalism underpins all aspects of the student’s performance.

Note: Read the guidance in the ePAD for this assessment.

	Safe, Person-Centred Care
Apply knowledge, skills, and judgement to deliver care that is safe, effective, and tailored to the individual’s needs.
Understanding Health Influences
Recognise how social factors, health literacy, behaviours, and lifestyle choices affect mental and physical health outcomes for individuals, families, and communities.
Prioritisation and Responsiveness
Demonstrate the ability to prioritise care, manage workload efficiently, and respond appropriately to changes in a person’s condition.
Engagement with Families and Teams
Interact confidently with families, carers, and interdisciplinary team members when providing and monitoring care, including for individuals with complex needs.
Risk Assessment and Escalation
Conduct accurate risk assessments and escalate concerns appropriately, demonstrating sound clinical judgement.
Integrated Care and Collaboration
Understand the complexities of delivering mental, cognitive, behavioural, and physical care across diverse settings, and work collaboratively within interdisciplinary teams.
	
· Can only be done with a PA. 

· Example: A care plan of a patient with co-morbidities and social issues. Elderly patient admitted for surgery and has diabetes mellitus has to be discharged with input from district nursing team and social services.

· Link to proficiencies and sign off

· Reflect on practice.
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